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Part I: Grade Pre-1

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIL, TOOSRZHZD/INIRAVTY,

SHOT—VE. BSAICEEDDRNT—VTI, CACARSLELLD,
CDOSADXIRIG, RIRE1 KT,

Hi, I'm Mr. Harrison, your teacher for this class.

Our topic today is one that will very much concern all of you, so please join in with the
discussion as much as you can.

This class is for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.

2016 FOEDSFHEN' S, CNFT 20 RULD SIS ITEZEMEND 18 MU EICSIETRITS
NF9I, RTE 18 MHOOBEEZSZONDENAFZSHTNET., BARD 18~19
%ldH) 240 HAT. EBEESD 23%TIEHDFIIN, COAREREEZRIC. EBDIE
NDOBEINESH. BXRODESICRET DEREZRDDICHDRAN,. B, BB, ZREET
EDHSNTUET,

Starting with the upper house election in the summer of 2016, the voting age will be lowered
from 20 to 18. The majority of the world's countries allow 18-year-olds to vote. There are
about 2.4 million 18- and 19-year-olds in Japan, and they make up about 2.3 percent of
eligible voters. However, the national government, local governments, and schools are
supporting this radical transformation because this new approach will raise the political
awareness of young people and deepen their understanding of how the country is run.

SBIE N8 mEZFEE] Z2HBET —VIC. COUSATIE N8 REFEEDEE] [CDUNTEE
LENFE UL D,

Today, our theme for all levels will be “Lowering the Voting Age to 18,” and in this class, I'd
like to discuss "the significance of lowering the voting age from 20 to 18.”

| It's Discussion Time! |

Mr. Harrison:

BESh. EOSREN D, EESHD 18 RICSIERTONDCEZN>TNEXIN, BIC
9 TCIC 18 MEBSOTNDERIFLEE., HETEDENDCTETINS, ETAICEDT
[FARSZZIETI,

So, as you now all know, the voting age is going to be lowered to 18 starting with the upper
house election this summer. That is, third-year high school students who have turned 18 by
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this summer will be able to vote, so this will be a big change.

TlE. BESIESRIMTIONDDOTLLDND? ZORKRLEMALEEBNEIN?
So, why are they lowering the voting age? And what do you think the significance of it is?

Sakura:

HEDRERENMBBICRMENOILRDERNFT., EVWATEREITDICET. St =
TEBEBDED/I\NS Y ANDWREINDDTIFRNT UL DD,

| believe it will make it easier for young people to have an impact on politics. If younger
people start voting, even though Japan’s population is aging, it will help improve the balance
of the elder and younger generations in terms of the power of their voice.

Mr. Harrison:
AOLEDDISNEFBDBIFIZDNSDEOIMMN IS NENDEREDDINDENF B A, TR
LE, 2014 FOSFLEDT —H Tl RESL DD 60 . 20 NIFZDHFDUTENDHRER
TUIS,

Some people might have the impression that the voices of young people are not being heard
because they make up a small proportion of the population. According to data from the
2014 upper house election, people in their 60s have the highest voter turnout ratio, and it's
more than twice as high as the ratio for people in their 20s.

Sakura:

e FTEDNSEZFEBNUCLKIEEo2ELDIC, FIZICHDDEESL. EBESEDOH
2%REICTETELA,. TNTEEEDBEICEZIBITRIDEUIZD T IBERNMEZ DL
ZEAS LUIZNTY,

Yes. The number of people who are getting the right to vote is just 2 percent of all the
eligible voters in Japan. But | hope that more politicians will listen to what they're saying.

Mr. Harrison:
ZDTIMR, MDAFEDKDICEZTNDTLLDD?
| see. What does everyone else think?

Yoko:

FAED, HRTE 18 MCTEEEEZSZONDEDNARELERS > UoWFH UL, EFIEEIC
FIONVCENDCEEEBRD—DEUTCEITONDEBNET, BHAORAEE., BULTE
THEUBIC DWW CERDNTE DL DICZEDZDTT,

Mr. Harrison, you also said that the majority of the world's countries allow 18-year-olds to
vote. One reason for the change may be so that Japan can be closer to the world standard.
People will be able to have political discussions on an equal footing with their friends abroad.

Mr. Harrison:
PILEYFIOA =R PTIE 16 E. SHICEVEEDDZTI L. Y VHNR—=ILOV
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L—YPE 2l & POOBKREERNE 25 mE. 21 R EDEEONEHDFIN, R
D5t 191 DEEMIEODH. 167 AEN 18 mMH L EEEFHHE L TCNET,

The voting age in Argentina and Austria is 16, and there are some countries where it's even
lower. It's 21 in Singapore and Malaysia, and 25 in the United Arab Emirates. There are
nine countries where it's over 21, and in 167 of the world's 191 countries, the voting age is 18.

Sakura:

SBDBEBNDBEN'EEDENDBREREDHDIEBNFET,

Another significance of lowering the voting age is that it will make young people more
politically aware.

Mr. Harrison:
ZFNIEESLTTLEDD?
Why do you think that?

Sakura:

BOTERIC1 RERUDCELCEINE. BOOEBRENTEERIF T ENDEHDNEFTNK
J, COEMBICEREITDINESZDESICIE. EEBRICENERTS., SROSEMBED
EDLDBRBERZEBITTNDDNZRNBDETDERBNET, —A T REBDHHRICD
NWTRZEBREBZDDN EDXDBHRICUIZVNDDICDODNTEBZDXDICIZRNDZET,
When you actually go to cast a vote yourself, it gives you a sense that your vote matters.
When you think about which candidate you're going to vote for, you become more interested
in the election itself, and you try to learn about the policies of each party and candidate. At
the same time, you think about what the problems are in society right now, and also what kind
of society you want.

Mr. Harrison:

BAD1 ENERICEEITDIENDEHIS. BEOHENDENESHDIZT >MNFICEDE
I, =C I8 MEEEDRERICDODVWTESANLSERNEIZECAT, SODREE+D
[SENITEHICIE. HEEARTEDRDIBERBNUBN, EZTHFILLD,

So, you think knowing that your vote can have an effect on the national government could
cause people to become more interested in politics and social issues.

Well, we've heard everyone’s opinions about the significance of giving voting rights to people
over 18, but now I'd like you to think about what kind of preparations will be needed in our
society to make the most of this change.

Yoko:

SFEBNDEREZRI LRMUEBLCERBNE T, HIZIE. BIEOEZEDEMEHCDONTHOD
DHOFTLVVNRFZEBRAEMUICD., BEEEREDAARY FEZRCTRELIZD T DODN
RANIZEBNET,

We’ll need to find ways to encourage the younger generation to vote. For example, the
government could distribute easy-to-understand pamphlets about politics and elections.
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And it might be effective for schools to hold events like model elections.

Sakura:
FROBETSTTULICBIEDEREICDNWTCEFUSENRDIEEMEZDELRNEBRINE
9,

| think it would be good if students had more opportunities to learn about the specifics of
politics and voting in class.

Mr. Harrison:

BREREOBBRERZRITICD. BBEBEICDNTRENENDBRHEHZACDRE, IR
NCTERDCLEEZZEDOTIN, BODEREXRFIIEREQRIC. BADRREEETD
BREDERNRIL—ILEZSCEEKRLTT,

There are a lot of things that schools can do, such as holding model elections and model
parliaments, or teaching students about why people disagree about current issues. It's
important for people to learn the basics of expressing their own opinions while at the same
time respecting the opinions of others.

Yoko:
MIEBQITOBUEEHEMEZDCEEBRTLET, TEAIE. T—VICDNT, &BES
OSFETIFRUBODADERULCD. HDNEEED. EFIROBHSICER U TR
WZD I DEADERTI,

| hope they’ll make more shows about politics that are aimed at young people. For example,
they could have discussions between people from all walks of life, including young people.
Or they could have a format where young people ask questions to experts or important
people and then listen to their explanations.

Mr. Harrison:

ZOTIN, FE. BIBROEMEE. TDOULCXT + POEBENRFATD SNS FE
BALUT, BODERZEVZD., BORHBDERZLALCDIDIZNZELUFRNTIEL
LTI,

Right. | also hope that politicians and candidates won’t miss out on the opportunities offered
by the mass media, and also social media, which is often used by young people. The
politicians will be able to hear young people’s opinions and also communicate their own
ideas.

SHOT -V BSAICETESIABREETHD 18 MEEHECLULC., FERIEBENT
DX DCRBDFEMDIHEZNECRBINET, 0. WEDHRICEAMNESHDIET >NNTICL
T<Eeh) BSDFTRODINARZE > TV <HBIFDMATI,

Today, we’ve been talking about allowing 18-year-olds to vote, an important change that will
affect everyone. 1 think that a lot of our listeners are of the age where they’re going to
become eligible to vote very soon. Please be sure to take advantage of this opportunity to
learn more about politics and social issues. This is your chance to make a positive

4




difference in society.

SEn7T—VId. M8 mEEMEDER] TUIIC,

BRREARQITTURZ, COHEF. 2HR&E2HRTT,

Our topic today has been “the significance of lowering the voting age from 20 to 18.”
This class has been for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.

The class for Grades 2 and Pre-2 is next.

Part I Grades 2 & Pre-2

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIE. B A,

BRICBDOENZVNCEZ, DHDDIIEATHEILL D,
CDODRIF BIR24R « E2HREQIT T,

Hello, everyone.

Please try your best to communicate using simple words and phrases.
This class is for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2.

BDOEZEN S, EZEFHND 18 RICSIESNIToNFE T, HRTIE 18 mE L TNDEDNKREZE
SHTNEID. BARTEZEIC 70 FSODBEERDFTT, FICSBESE. 18 mE 19
DI 240 BATT,

Starting with the elections this summer, the voting age is going to be lowered to 18. The
voting age is 18 in a majority of countries in the world, and, this is the first time that Japan’s
voting laws have changed in 70 years. There are about 2.4 million 18- and 19-year-olds
who will become eligible to vote this year.

SHIF N8 mESEE] Z2H@dT —VICUTNET,

CDDSATIE N8 HEEEZEN I ICHICEBNINECE] BT —VICELENET,
Today’s overall theme is “Lowering the Voting Age to 18.” In this class, we’ll discuss “how
young people can prepare to vote at 18.”

| It's Discussion Time! |

Mr. Harrison:

BESAERZOEEFHDSIESNTDCEZIN > TNBDEBNET, 1EBEZRLUDCEN
TEREHN, 20 MULDS 18 FWUEICEDFTI DT, SABSKEBRECEEBRNET,
I’m sure that you’ve all heard that the voting age will be lowered from 20 down to 18, so it'll be
a big change for all of you.

SBIE EBNEREEZED U CVWKEDICEDKOBERBZEINED, BZATHEILULD,
BREAXRUTCINDARNEIN?




Today, I'd like you to think about what sort of preparation is needed so that young people will
be able to vote. What do you think?

Sakura:
FFEEEDHACDNT, BEDZ1—RABE, SFTIFRTET. BRI D ENME
EEBNFET,

| think that we’ll need to learn more about politics and society, maybe through classes or by
watching the news.

Mr. Harrison:
BUBICRAMNEF DO EIIRETIN,

So, it’'s important that you all take an interest in politics.

Sakura:

[EU\, EE FIETHRALZDTIN, PEENERDZEECREEZRBPCED [FEEER]
Z2HR<BBREHDZEDTY, MHEEDEL T VA —YZTIEANEMATSNTUNEL
2. D UHKRICEBNICSNINIE, BRESSICRHDCEETESZEDTT,

Yes. Also, | read in the newspaper that some local governments have a “children’s
parliament” where junior high and high school students can share their opinions.

Sometimes, they even have the chance to intern with local members of parliament. If young
people participate in such activities, they’ll become even more interested in politics.

Yoko:

MIEA =Ry FEBFARUIZINTT, RZHBEBIF. SNSTRER Y FRIETOFEENICTEN
TNET, BRIEETEFI U, BREBRZDERBZLEZDENDCEETEFT,
I'd like to participate on the Internet. Young people are used to using social networking
services and the Internet. We can use it to get information, share our opinions, and ask
questions.

Mr. Harrison:
ZZ BVWHERLZFIC, ZDOUEY—ILEDFETEAHATEZDTIN,
Yes, young people will be particularly able to use such tools.

Sakura:

KET. SHRBUBDFERICDONTEULEDCEEXRNERBINZET,
AEDKREICR—ALART A URESEIC, SFTSFBFBRBICDOVWTBDDERZENMMNDCE
NZ<HDF UL, ZORBNTTRERICIE. BOOREERNDCEICENTULZODT,
REECHBBBREICDNTEUE DK DICIRDF UIS,

I think it would be good for people to talk about politics with their families. When | was doing
a homestay overseas, many people asked me my opinions on different topics. After | came
back, | was used to talking about my opinions, so | started talking to my family about many
social issues.




Mr. Harrison:

BODERZFEDICIE. ZOBRBICDONTEZDCENMETIND, EETEREIDLET
TAICIE > TEHI1,

That’s right. In order to have an opinion about something, you have to think about it, so it is
important to do this before voting.

Yoko:

X2, FITEENDNTESRNFDIBETE. BRI OIEHH#IC. EOKLDIIBATERET DD
ZEZDDEER/EUTRICIIDDTIFZENTLL DD,

| think that it's also a good idea for people who are too young to vote to start thinking about
who they’d vote for and why.

Mr. Harrison:

NWNBZTIN, IREBDERZENCD, VII TR FZHFAILDITDCEE. RUEER
TY, BRICE > TCEKRICANKRUDNESZDE >NNTICRDFE T,

That's a good idea. Listening to what the different candidates have to say and reading their
policy statements is a good experience. You can start to think more specifically about what

IS important to you.

Sakura:
IRDEBEZRICHTICEDMRUEERNE T, =ED 20 ROBREEE 60 RDFEDMUTEND
WERBRERCCENHDFET,

But, more than anything, | think that it's important that people actually go and vote. | heard
that according to one survey, the percentage of people in their 20s who vote is less than half
of the percentage of people in their 60s who vote.

Mr. Harrison:

U, RAEZNZEFZHEUIC, ZUTEDDCEEZEHFT, &BlE. BRIEHDEREED
LWDNCEETHDINZEOERHITDMENDHDF T, ECAT, REETC. [right to vote (1%
ZME) | (& 'suffrage GEZEME. SEHE)) CHENTNET,

Yes, I've read that, and | hope this will change. Young people will need to be more aware of
how important their right to vote is. In English, by the way, the “right to vote” is also called
“suffrage”.

T BSTADKDICEEREZKITENDNTIMEZ DHDANZNE L, 18 MEEEDRRE
EEEVDET, BU. LoD DMz, Eieza LT, EBEEFRICE OZOREICEHEMNT T
<IEE0Y,

Well, if everyone takes voting as seriously as you all do, | think that lowering the voting age to
18 will be a success. | hope that you'll all study hard, prepare, and vote when you turn 18.

SO, MN8MEBEEREEN ICHICEBEBENINECE]ICDONTT 1 AAvY3V L
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FUL, BR2IMEHE2HRDITTLULZ, COHEF. 3R& 4TI,
In today’s class, we discussed “how young people can prepare to vote at 18.”
That’s all for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2. Coming up next is Grades 3 and 4.

Part Il Grades3 &4

Mr. Harrison:

CAhICHBIE. BSh, ZNZNORBROBREHEIDCED . VS RERDNRICEDE
9, TOEBHICRS LTIESL),

Hello, everyone.

Sharing your experiences and opinions is good for the class as a whole. Let’s have an
active discussion.

CDODRIFE BRIR&4HRE@ITTT,
SHOH@ET -V 18 mEZEE] T,

This class is for Eiken Grade 3 and 4 level listeners.
Today’s common theme is “Lowering the Voting Age to 18.”

BDSFEN S, 18 MM EDADRETET DL DICENDFET, CNFTIE 20 mULTUIZ,
CNEZHO>NTICEFEBDEZENDBEND'SEDURMNEF CEET,

CHODUSATIE NEZZRFACRRERRE 27 —VICHELEVEWERBNET,
Starting with this summer’s Upper House elections, people who are 18 years old and over will
be able to vote. Until now, only people who are 20 years old and over could. It's expected
that because of this, interest in elections among the younger generation will increase. In this
class, we will talk about “your observations of and experiences in elections.”

It's Discussion Time! |

Mr. Harrison:

CDDSADESAIG. FEAWSEETEREULCCEEBNERNET, TE. RAZEE
FHVFEITNR, SBIF. BESADNCNETICHEBRUTESREZEICDNT, BFLED>THIIZL)
EBNET,

Though none of you in this class have ever voted in a public election, you have voted in
school elections before, haven’t you?

So today, I'd like us to talk about both your observations of public elections and the school
elections you’ve participated in so far.

FI BEEERED NEZE] VDO EMZEBUVFONDD, BWTHELUL D,
First, I'd like to hear what you all think of when you hear the word “election”, as in, for
example, national elections.




Sakura:

BERNZAY—TT, EFHEDIE. BEECER. IBHERENSHMMNIZINAY —HT2<
SABDESNTNET, ZNZRDE. EENMBE DL ERLET,

| think of election posters. During election campaigns, there are many posters that have
candidate photos with their names and the names of their political parties. When | see
those, | feel that an election campaign has started.

Mr. Harrison:

[F0), BREETEMDEETE, BRABDMRAY —ZBRI DN — FDBDHHCHICIL
H5F I

Yes, there are displays with posters of candidates all around town during both national and
regional election campaigns.

Yoko:

BEN-DSZE . EENMBFI OCOLEBNET, BERICERNCELNSTY,
When | hear the sound of campaign cars, | realize that an election campaign has started.
I's because it's not something you hear all the time.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTIN, BEEN—DHTE. ADEFDIERANIZET, BHRZIDCEEDHDF I,
TIIRIC, BSATERRDDD. ERTOEZEICDNTRIEFELTCINDARNEIN?
That's true. In addition to campaign cars, there are also people giving speeches, for
example, in front of train stations.

Next, is there anyone who can tell us about an election at school that they’ve participated in?

Sakura:

PETOEREDEZENEIRICHE D TNET, TERDLROHDHGEEZED I CE&ZBITTE
EaRICIIERMBUCERICEZRUE UL,

| remember a student council election in junior high school. When voting for the president of
the student council, | voted for a student who said she’d make a common room for students.

Mr. Harrison:
EDGREICEELIZOTIN?
Was that why you voted for her?

Sakura:

ZDTI, EREDICHDHBEIF. ZNETICESSADERENSBLESNTELENDTL
2. ZOMEEZLUO>NDD EFRATE. FRACERZS TETZDORRMBICOIZDT. D
ACEELUF UL,

Yes. Until then, many students had requested a common room for students. | also thought
she could explain well the need for such a room and negotiate with the school’s
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management.

Mr. Harrison:
QERAWCZDBIZDTIN?
What made you think that?

Sakura:
SRHEESTORAE—FTI, SEMBDAE—FERESLUANT. Z2D2BNF U,
Her speech at the student meeting. It was better than those of the other candidates.

Mr. Harrison:
BRIFESTULEN?
What was the result?

Sakura:
ZORMENDNEZEL T, ZOBRMEENCTESH U,
She was elected, and we got a common room.

Mr. Harrison:

B3BEFE, ERERODFBENT>TRENDETI,

flCt. RAEBZEDFEERICDONT, ERTESDARNEIN?

| see. I'm glad the students got what they wanted.

Can anyone else tell us about their participation in school elections?

Yoko:
FAEIDDTHBRIC DWW TDRRINIEZBITIRMICHRE L UL,
| once voted for a candidate who wanted to change the rules about uniforms.

Mr. Harrison:
ZNIEEDKDISABTTLUED?
Can you tell us more details about that?

Yoko:

FADE D CVCPZFETIE. EOFIRDBY v Y EWDRECTURL, EREDSEFFAND LD
FLEAETOI VROV v YVEFRLEITDIENDNH N D CNT. ZORHDVERZREL TN
Ui,

At the junior high school | went to, we had to wear a white shirt as part of our summer
uniform. Instead, many students wanted to wear polo shirts, which are easier to take care of
and more comfortable to wear. So the idea to change the uniform was suggested.

Mr. Harrison:

$BFE, ZNETOEFDBZERMSEIZANCOEDTIN, KEZDERMBENKNE
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FBOZDTIN?
| see. It was a campaign promise that reflected student opinions. Why did you think that
candidate was good?

Yoko:

BENMNEBEELUTNDCEZRD EITTNBDENDRNA—DTY, FE. BBEULCOEREPY
T—hEERITDINE. BEERBRIEDNRSNTONZOENNERBNE UL,

One reason is that he raised a point that everyone felt was necessary. Also, | thought it was
good that he made clear what he would do if elected. For example, he said he would make
a questionnaire for students.

Mr. Harrison:
BBFEMRIENWMERBIC OIEKDTI, ED UILERIEE DD > THRIDITHAHTLIED ?
| see. It sounds like he was a good candidate. So, how and when did he tell you what he
promised to do?

Yoko:

SLETADBEERRKRIC, REEDODAE—FEHDFIULCH. ZNZNHBDOLNES
WERFEDDFI UL, FItllEDdDT, Wo<DEFUSHEBRUBRHDSRETTEF U,
As with Sakura’s example, there were candidate speeches, but we were also given booklets
that listed each of the candidates’ promises. As they were written down, we could take time
to study them and compare them in detalil.

Mr. Harrison:
ZTNTZDEICBRBBLHBICDNT TRBRNZLEURLZ] K1d, HEBET. FEHBNNERZRE
<BIEOTHDEDZRAEITDEE., EEEE ldoone’ s homework (REANZET D) &
NDBWNWEDULZEBINET, DFED. ZNIEER TOMBDITOHRITTIIRL, RITZFE
FDCE, MBZEATDICLE. HIAIANCEEIDCERLEICDNT, H5DDBREDFE
ISBREEDDESITERI D ENTEET,

So you “did your homework” on each of the candidates then. In English, we sometimes use
the phrase “do one’s homework” when we carefully research something in advance. In
other words, it’s not only for schoolwork, but can be used when gathering any type of detailed
information — about planning a trip, buying a new car, voting for someone, and so on.

BESAD CINFTEEZRTOEZICEBNICSHNUTCESZCEDMDDDFH UL, 18 RICIS
DIZH. BEBLCRDET, FOCNETUTCELLDIC, SEFMEZANT—R2E LT
<IEE0Y,

Well, it seems you’ve all actively participated in school elections before. When you turn 18,
you’ll be able to vote in public elections, too.

And when you do, | hope you'll “do your homework” on all the candidates and then choose
the very best one.
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SHIE. NEBEZEZRFACERORER 27 —VICE@ELENFE U,
Today we talked about “your observations of and experiences in elections.”

SBDOBHANRBOLRI DI EZOBABEN. T+ XNy Y3 VOSERHE. BEODT
JY« b (http:/iwww.radionikkei. jp/ir)) [Z38& L TCUVET,

RO FERE]I ICDONWT T+ RAAvY3VLET,

The English and Japanese transcriptions for this session, as well as the referenced article,
are available on the program website. Next week we will talk about “After-School Daycare
Programs.”

ONIKKEI RADIO BROADCASTING CORPORATION
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