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Part I: Grade Pre-1

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIE, COOSREZHZD/INIRAITI, SBERDHIDIZRICLE UKD,
CDOSADXIRIG, RIRE1 KT,

Hi, I'm Mr. Harrison, the teacher for this class. Let's try to make our discussion really
productive today. This class is for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.

BATIE., DFSEEDRRICEH. HMADZ2008F2E—DICHEDICELEH LI, D
FEE, MEDSEIFTBBECEEEZSZFTT, BIZIEHBDDOREITHFFEREDERIC
DISN), FHROERE. MEOTHADOHBSTH URDFT, COBBDOXIRE LT, 8
ATlIE FETZLUTNDALBADXZEEZITBH U TCNET, REMGROFTESEDED
FHFNTNEIN, ZOXRDBIYRATAICIE. BEEOESROERE[EICR D> TNET,
Japan’s population is aging rapidly, and its total size has been decreasing since reaching its
peak in 2008. The declining number of children has also affected various aspects of society.
For example, the shortage of labor is connected to the slowdown in economic growth, and it's
becoming harder to maintain pension, healthcare, and nursing care systems. To deal with
the problem, Japan has been trying to provide support to people who are raising children.
It's been doing things like improving childcare facilities, but there are problems with securing
the huge amounts of revenue necessary for such systems.

S TAORD] Z2H@ET —VIC. TOOD AT TAORBDDOFEEZDXIR] [CDH)
TELEWNWFX UKD,

Today’s theme for all levels will be “the Declining Population,” and in this class, we’ll be
talking about “the effects of population decline and what to do about it.”

| It's Discussion Time! |

Mr. Harrison:

SEMEICDNTIEBECERD EIFFUEH, SBIIAOBMITDONTELENE L&D,
We've talked about Japan’s aging population in the past, but today we’re going to be
discussing population decline.




TRFETF. BEADDBDDRIBICRDDTLLDD?
So, to begin with, why is it a problem?

Yoko:
AODEDENDTEE BKADEO T MEEMDDIAEREDENDCETT, KIC,
SIMEHMEZ. B<EROAODEDIIEDDRS & FUONE D NEISRELRDE D75 <7S
DEBNET,

If the population goes down, so will the number of workers, and that means that there will be
fewer people paying taxes, too. In particular, if the number of seniors continues to increase
while the number of people of working age in the population goes down, tax revenues will fall
and the government won’t have enough money.

Sakura:

F2. BESFMRNESEETENMETLET, ZNICAOENE. BEEZNZITEDC
ECRDEBNET, DFD. £FECEEOWH C. BFTENMEHFIDCEICDIRNDD
TIIIRNTUL&L DD,

Also, if there aren’t enough workers, that will hurt productivity. And if the population
declines, consumption will go down, too. That means that the economy will be hurt in terms
of both production and consumption, doesn'’t it?

Mr. Harrison:

RBEE, WEHDETRICOERDD., BOMRER > TLEDENDIME TI,

| see. So, you’re worried that the declining population will affect Japan’s economic strength
and the government’s finances as well.

Yoko:

éBE\%%%ﬁ%i¥&Eﬁu&<&ét REICRITDIRMERTBO. MEDKREANT
8B TER<RED, AZEARDEEICEDCERBINET,

Not only that, but if the number of seniors goes up and the number of children goes down,
there will be problems throughout society—things like not having anyone to take over family
farms or businesses, and children not being able to look after their elderly parents.

Mr. Harrison:

Z257T9MR, BHROSEIEEEATNET,
IRIRDFIXZEBARDADIL 2060 FIC 8674 BAICRDEFHRSINTNET,

F2. BERENOSSERIBESATEICUZCENDNDDERBNFT, 1 AOLZUNEEICE
DFEECDHDEBEZTUET, 2014 FOHERE1 .42 7TT,

That’s true. Families’ average ages are also increasing.

It's predicted that at the current rate of decline, Japan’s population will be just 86 million in the
year 2060. Also, I'm sure that everyone has heard the word birthrate before. It refers to
the average number of children a woman produces during her life. In 2014, the birthrate
was 1.42.




BIBERE FFRSELDESTIFTBNREEZATCNET, BUEE. BEVD THEEE
BRzBd, [F2H4EEK 1.8 DXERIRZBEI I CHE LI UL,

TlE. AOBDICHEE LU THNT DICIF. EDOXRDBIIRDEZSNDD. BSAICEH
NWCTHFTU&K D,

The government has taken various measures to raise the birthrate. For the first time since
the end of World War 11, it has made a goal for the birthrate, setting a target of 1.8.

OK, now I'd like to ask everyone what kind of measures society can take to deal with the
declining birthrate.

Sakura:

FIFE. DFEXRE LT, FETCCHDDEBOBINZNDICELERBNNET,

First of all, | think a way to deal with the problem would be trying to ease the burden on
people who are raising children.

Mr. Harrison:
BREZOEZFLENL?
Could you explain that a bit more?

Sakura:

FBETCCIE. BEHDDDET, BEWREEBZMVE LT, FEBZEMCWTNECIERE
IFDIRBOZNEEVNEZ BIHICKDIFFNEZENIOAREINENNECBNK UL,
It takes a lot of money to raise a child. I've heard that there are a lot of couples that want to
have children but are worried about the financial burden. So | think the government should
give them greater financial support.

Mr. Harrison:
BIRNSEIHDFTIN?

Can you give us some specifics?

Sakura:
BIZIE FEBDEREDRFOHBITERTI,
For example, they could provide free healthcare or benefits for children.

Yoko:

MBS, EBEBROMWIIZRLITDLIMUNZINTT, BISBNSFE TN TEILHEAD
RIEODERBEAUTI, HREARTFECEXEIDIRFND >IZ5VNERINET,
Nowadays, many women want to have children while continuing to work. It’s also necessary
to create an environment and make systems that allow women to stay at their places of
employment after giving birth. 1 think that society as a whole should be more conscious of
the need to support people who are raising children.




Mr. Harrison:

BEE. BSADZETTINELIDIBRCEZEZTUEIDE LU TNEITD, BROBBIEARE
NWKDTY,

Well, the government is trying to help, but there are big financial problems.

Sakura:

EFNZ. £EFEMZRESETRELZSOHNE. EXFRDBRICEDBEHDDTIFIRH)
TUL&DD,

But if productivity could be increased and that improved the economy, it would help
government finances, wouldn'’t it?

Mr. Harrison:

T3, BERGED UTNTE, FEMZOQLESEDLCE. EOXDBEEDSHDTLL DD,
So, what kinds of things could we do to improve productivity even though the birthrate is
declining?

Sakura:

OMRY FCKDEHBRZIETT, CEARNMEDERREDTRE T, OMy ~ORAMCEEM
QEICEBMTETDREEABNET,

We could use robots. For example, in the fields of nursing care and healthcare, robotic
technology could contribute to enhancing productivity.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTIR, D ULLEMICKDIZEBEIAFAEOEBICEMNROMPFCEIINA,

Yes, we may well see that kind of technology as an effective way to help solve the labor
shortage.

Yoko:
TUENMESOITNREBEZEZ D, CNDCEICDNTERIFEEETFUICHFIULH, ELZN
DRIBLUICS. LEOHENDEENT CEETETDIERB/NET,

We were talking about providing a suitable working environment for women. If we do that, it
would be a way to bring more women who currently aren’t working into the labor force.

Mr. Harrison:

ZOTL& DR, AOBDOERIGEH T, BREICERATETDIMECIEIHDEEAND B
WESFEIFBHRZEZATCINI UL, EEORKRZNDECEIC, [RONCERZE
[CAV. AEEAETAOBDZRE LU TNEENTIN,

Yes, it would. Well, the declining population problem won’t be easy to solve because it's
very complicated, but you’'ve come up with of a lot of good ideas today. It would be great if
society as a whole could solve the population problem by increasing economic growth while
using government funds wisely.




SOonT—VIE. TAOBDOREECZDXR] TUR,
BRREARQITTURZ, COHEF. 2HR&E2HRTT,

Our theme today has been “the effects of population decline and what to do about it.” This
class was for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners. The class for Grades 2 and Pre-2 is coming
next.

Part I Grades 2 & Pre-2

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIR. BTh, BFZRE CETDLDBRHBULAZIRUTCHFE UL D,
CDOSAIL, EIR21R « E£2HR@QITTT,

Hello, everyone! Today, let’s try to explain ourselves in a way that everybody can understand.
This class is for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2.

BATIE. DFEEEORRITEH AOBDDIBE > TNET, DFEE. HEODSFESD
FREICEEESZFIT, BOXIHRE UC, BNIREREROBDREREFE (RIEEZTT
BHEUTNET,

In Japan, the number of children being born is decreasing rapidly, and the percentage of
elderly people is increasing quickly, so the total population has begun to decrease. This
effects society in a variety of ways. In order to encourage people to have more children, the
government has been trying to introduce systems to support parents, such as increasing the
number of daycare centers.

SBIE TAORD] ZH@ET—VICUTNET, CODUSATIR TEROARIIZ NI
VDN DIRNEDINNDY ZFT—VICEELEVCENERBNET,

Today, our overall theme is “the Declining Population,” and in this class, we’ll be discussing
“‘whether a big class size or small class size is better.”

| It's Discussion Time! |

Mr. Harrison:

FEEDHEMNF > TETCNDCET, ZRDA1 DS ADABEMRIX D DR ZDIETICDH
NFET, RE. BADERINERD 1 ZHRIBIZDIEHEDREHMIL 27 AT, PERIE 32 A
TUR, LD ULCNEBEBTINS, REICIE. 1 Z2EC 1 AD 2 AUDEREDNRNIEE
EHNIE. 40 NESDOSREDDFT I,

As the number of children decreases, the number of children in one class at school is also
decreasing. At present, the average number of students in one classroom at a public school
is 27 for elementary schools and 32 for junior high schools. But since this a national
average, there are some places where there are only 1 or 2 students in a grade, while in other
places there can be nearly 40.




TlE. BSAlE 1 DSROABIZZDHDIDNNEBNEK IO, DIRHDIFIHNERBLN
ENCRA

So, do you think that it's better to have a large class or a small class?

Yoko:

L. HBDIREZVEIHNNERBNET, ABDZBIONE, SFIFRY T TOAEEEZ
BDNHTY,

| think that a large class is generally better. The more people there are, the more types of
people you can meet.

Sakura:
FEIDBEDHDIEFHNNEBNE T, DEINIE. EOAEEEODDERHS., MRIBDCE
N CTEFT,

| think that it's better to have fewer people. You have to work together with everyone in your
class, so you get to know everyone better in a smaller class.

Mr. Harrison:
B, BREUTCETFICRBN DO OO ABRERTIN,
Interesting. Your first responses were both about building relationships.

Yoko:

FSIABDZNED, FBETNBSNBREBENEZOD. POT1ET 1« —DBOILASIZD
IDDTLNEBNZET,

| also think that if you have many types of people, you can hear many different opinions in
class. Also, you can do more types of activities.

Sakura:

EDICABDOZNAONERDBEIZIIRDINE LNF B A, L. BERUNERBD AR,
ABDNLZNERZBUTROBRDES URNEBNFXT, ABHDRITNE. —ADEDHFRE
ECEIESBIEADDTIFRNDERBNET,

It's true that there will probably be more opinions since there are more people. However,
shy people may not feel comfortable talking in front of a big class, so we may never hear their
opinions. But when the class size is smaller, students have more chance to share their
opinions.

Mr. Harrison:

RZEICDWNWTE. TAED'ZITNEBARBREDDRIANTED] ENNDKDFSA. —AUE
DOFEEDESNDHDDT T ABHDDISNIDNEETED] D56 A. ZNZND
BRA/DHDIINA.

So, both of you have different opinions. Yoko thinks that if there are more people, we can
see things from a different point of view. Sakura thinks that if there are fewer people, each
person has more opportunity to speak up.




Yoko:

ABDZNE DDRAXA FATTHREZHZSOIZD. HRUDoIZDE, ZENRE LD
BDERDICHBNFET,

But when there are more people, there are more opportunities to study with your classmates,
to help each other understand things, or to compete with each other. This can have a
positive effect on learning.

Sakura:

FENRENDORDSE FBELCEFIDULOIL, FEHREDBHKIITETEI/DAESBIOD
I NNEKDICBNET,

| think that small classes are more effective because it’'s easier to ask the teacher questions,
and the teacher can give more attention to each student.

Mr. Harrison:

Yes, those are all important considerations.

[0 ZNSEBRBINESEHCTI 1,

By the way, a minute ago, you mentioned the word “shy”, Sakura. | think we all know what
this means, but does anyone know what the opposite of “shy” is?

ECAT, T2&., Ishy (AR CVIOEEZFBUICHE LI LE., =<HBTA. HAIR
FTNMIERK T DONR > TNBEBNFEIN. Ishyl DxX1EE(@ntonym)HMI ThH D
DEHEDDDDFEIND?

Yoko:
You mean ... “communicative”?
FNoT Fcommunlcatlve GELEFER)] TL&DOH?

Mr. Harrison:

[EL\, ZDTY, TE. EOI—DOD. EoE—MHNCFEARASNTNDISENHDDFI. B
DERBERIELU T, AEFEZ U TSI TNDAICK LTI, F/Z lNoutgoing (FE32BY7S,
REETR 1 EVNDRIED DD XTI,

Yes, that’s right. But there is another, more commonly used word. For someone who often
expresses their opinion and is comfortable talking with others, we also have the word
“outgoing”.

SHIE. TNETOEREBFODPTAHRRULCCEE/NYDTSTY RIS, ZNZNOER
EZDEHREZSHAEFTBPTESHULNR. 1 IS ADAEIL. BLBEICIEZEKRED, DR
WBBICIIRESE NS ZHMRDBHDENDRBICHTEFDFH UL,

Well, today, you've done a great job expressing your opinions by giving reasons based on
your experiences at school. While larger classes have more variety, smaller classes receive
more personal attention.




SSADERDD S ADMEIF. ENKBNTULEDD? BRATHTLIZE),
So what is the ideal class size for you? | hope you'll give this even more consideration.

SO, MZROABSIZVIEDNND DISWIDNND EDNTT 1 XAy Y3V L
FUIC,

This time we discussed “whether a big class size or small class size is better.”

FIR2REE 2 DT TUL, COHEIF. 3R&4LHRTT,

That'’s all for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2. Coming up next is Grades 3 and 4.

Part Il Grades 3 & 4

Mr. Harrison:

CHhICBIE. S A,
SBEESADBBIRHAS T, VSRZRD EITTNEFH L&D,

Hello everyone. Please share your comments and help make our class lively.

COUSAL, ERIR&4HREITTT,
SHOHEET—VIE TAQRW] TY,

This class targets Eiken Grade 3 and 4 level listeners.
Today’s common theme is “the Declining Population.”

BARDADE. DFEOEH. BDBERICHDFET, FEEZELZMW U TBETONDIHRELF
A5&E. BEETRDHEADED SN TNET,

In Japan, the birthrate is low, and the population is declining. People throughout the country
are trying to create a society in which it's easier to raise children.

COOSATIE, TYPRE|ULLKEERI 27 —VIC@ELEWZWERNET,
In this class, we’ll talk about “experiences with young children.”

| It's Discussion Time! |

Mr. Harrison:

BARTIEREBOEDE > CLNET, HME— D TEFTDIMADE D TETCNDENT, EDH
ROFECEEIDIHZEDRLED>TNET,

In Japan, the number of siblings that people have is decreasing. There are also fewer
chances for people to interact with children as opportunities for large family gatherings are
also decreasing.

ZCTSBIE BTANYREEUZEESORBRICDONTEHNTHEDERBINET,

So today, I'd like to hear about your experiences with young children.

8




Yoko:
A, FROBEARTE T, RBEERZZLIECENDBDFET,

I have some work experience at a nursery school.

Mr. Harrison:
EDXDRTEZLKULED?
What kind of things did you do there?

Yoko:
REBRICVWDINSBRFEEBCHBE—RICEAIZD. BRBZENDESICFIZOIZD UFE UL,
| played with small children and helped them when they were eating lunch.

Mr. Harrison:
RBEROTEDIDSHFERZ LICDTINR, DBIEEDITULLDIN?
So you did some things that nursery school teachers do. How about everyone else?

Sakura:

L. BRODEFXDESIC, INSBREBLCHEXSBEVFET, FRFIBORRIEICHES
DEBHZHFT,

| play with my small cousins at family gatherings and look after them during New Year’s and
obon holidays.

Mr. Harrison:
RIMSAEBNTE>ERUNTLUL D1,
And I'm sure they’re happy they can play with you -- an older cousin.

Tl FEERBEEBZUCEHFLUTINLEXIDFSTA. TDESICRERULCEZTFE LT
EHAFIN?
So Yoko, about your work experience at a nursery school -- could you tell us how that felt?

Yoko:

SBEDEEDEIC. RIESITHOUN > TWZFEEN BRIZEATHATINLELEE
[FETEEULNDETT, BICEIZDE. MNWTNDFEEMIZLTELLDDODDD
573<T. ThLEBNEELEDFUIC,

| spent three days there, and | was really happy when the children who were shy at first
started calling me by my name. On the other hand, it was hard when the children cried as |
didn’t know what they wanted me to do. At those times, | felt like crying, too.

Mr. Harrison:
FEBEMBRLLBNEOMEUN SIZMOTIN, 7, FEEENDLEENFEEMMIEL
TIFEULDODHSRNENDCEEDDTULDON,

9




So you were happy that you were able to get on well with the children.
On the other hand, there were times when you didn’t know what they wanted as they couldn’t
properly express themselves yet.

TlE. BEOFEECDEFEULLCCENDHDIEN DS SSAINDDTID?
So Sakura, regarding time you spend with young relatives, could you tell us more about that
experience?

Sakura:

WDBI>IARBTESCEEWRNDT, PRIBNLECEFETENNBRNETT, B,
[TANTIZE > TUE 2R EEDXTMIEEE LINTT,

Well, usually they don’t have many chances to play as part of a big group, so | am glad when
they play nicely with each other. However, it's difficult to manage them when they have
some fight or disagreement.

Mr. Harrison:

BRICBNTE. BIBERAUXDIINAZIRAZTNDEBUINET,
Tld. ZDVNoEREERND S, ANFARLCEEHDTLLDN,

| think parents have similar problems as they raise their children.

So what did you all learn from your experiences with small children?

Yoko:
FEELHFEZIDESIC, BUBRICBEDRDICHDB CENKRUEEFUFH UL,
| learned that it's important to talk to each child at eye level.

Mr. Harrison:
FEBEIDIIA T =3 aE00IBENDEIT,

Yes, that makes it easier to communicate with them, doesn’t it?

Yoko:
Fe. —AZITONSEURNEK D, BICHEFICBZEDIKIDICUF UL,
Also, | tried to treat all the children fairly, without favoring a specific child.

Mr. Harrison:
WWEBRZE LFE UIC. Tl S<bSAIRNODTIN?
It sounds like you had a good experience. So Sakura, how about you?

Sakura:

FEEN, TERNWCELCTFPLUIYIULUELODELUTNBEEIC MFD) CEDOARUETEZZED
FUE, DU\ FLEo>THIIELZBDDOTIN, EXRBERLU TESDEDICFEZE UBNAN
I, FhimITH UL,

| learned the importance of waiting when children try to do something they can’t do. | felt like
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| wanted to help them, but | didn’t and waited because | wanted them to feel a sense of
achievement.

Mr. Harrison:
FNRETENWNCEEZUF LUEER,

Hmmm. You learned something very important.

Sakura:

SCARBNEIRIETE, NSRFETCDERN ORI ERRIIGAIOEDHTEISABHD
FUZ, TEICRZ[MTDCEZFOUF UL,

| also realized the importance of being more safety-conscious toward children.  In everyday
life, there are so many places and things that are dangerous to them.

Mr. Harrison:
INSEFETCRHBERITDEZ LI ZEEE>EERZDT RS TRESBENCETI,
Yes. With young children, the most important thing is to look out for their safety.

ST YIREEULCKEEBDS. ZIDCEZFARKLIDTI, FERIG. BTABRITED
120, HROPWEEZE T DEEICHNZDITDINENET B A, BERDSFALCCED &
NMEDENNTI1,

Well, it sounds like you all learned many things from your experiences with young children.
In the future, you may become parents, or possibly have a career where you work with
children. If so, it seems you are already prepared for some of the many challenges you will
have.

SBIE. MPRCE U] 27 —VICELEaNEH UL,
Today we talked about “experiences with young children.”

SBOSBHERARBORZ ) I EZOBERBRAN. T1 RAANvY3VOSEGRELE. BHEODT
JY+ b (http:/iwww.radionikkei.jp/lr)) [C18&E L CTWNET,

RO, MBECRE(EXTER] CDNT, T ANy Y3y ULET,

The English and Japanese transcriptions for this session, as well as the referenced article,
are available on the program website. Next week we will talk about “Measures Against
Global Warming.”

ONIKKEI RADIO BROADCASTING CORPORATION
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