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Part I: Grade Pre-1

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIF, CDODSRZHADINIRYTT,

SOZLEREBOI L&D, T—VICDNT, BIZZERULEBDSBDDERZTMR—KLT
<EEWR, COUSADNRIE, EEE1 RTI,

Hi, I'm Mr. Harrison, the teacher for this class.

It's time to start our discussion. Please try to give examples and support for your opinions
when you speak. This class is for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.

EEBRER4ANHDOREICDS 1 OFNESFI UL, REILMUA. WA ERERDDEEEHFZ

RZTNWXULEHRBICHED I UL, FEEUTHERNEZREILTDNE DD, FZaRrEN
ED>TCNDEIDMEEDBEEZRIET D ENEITONTNET,
It's been 10 years since Japan's four highway-related public corporations were privatized.
Before privatization, the government had huge debts, but they have been greatly reduced.
There have been discussions on whether or not to eliminate the tolls that drivers must pay for
using the expressways. Also, they are aiming to cooperate with the communities that the
expressways pass through.

SHIE THADOSRER] Z2HET—VIC. COUVDRTIE. EGREBEEDME ] (DL
TsELalnELLD,

Our theme for all classes today is "Expressways in Japan,” and in this class, we'll be talking

about "expressways and their relationship with the communities near them."

It's Discussion Time!

Mr. Harrison:

BAROSREEE. 10 FRIICREBILSNFI UL, SREBSHIE. BIZENSEDZ1T

U, RETEE UTURRZ EITDCEDNKRDESNDRDICRDFI UL, BITERINARRRIE U
T, BEBREOEHRFLCATCRIINERSBRIVAFZDAHDET, TlE. SREBEBEAHICE
2T, Nz EITONDBERBEICBALLEBNETIN?

Japan's expressways were privatized 10 years ago. The highway companies lease the
expressways from the government, and since they're privatized, they're expected to increase
revenues. There's also a rule that, basically, the income from tolls has to be allocated toward
repaying debt from construction of the expressways themselves.  So, what are the main
things that the highway companies can do to increase their revenues?
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Sakura:

PA N—=F2YTTUP) DSA (B—ERIUP) TRESSADADENOREZT DD
T. ZOFED LT TRRZEEHCTEDEBNET,

A lot of people shop or eat and drink at rest areas, so that's one way they can earn profits.

Mr. Harrison:

[FU) EDCZDTY, @REBDONABIIRISZIDIBNIUERD T, RIWDIKREIZAN
HVFET, FL. INEDMEERICIBEDC EITEGLRFOEEITDIADE UHD—DICR DT
WEI1,

Yes, that's certainly true. There are a lot of rest areas because highway drivers need places to
take a break. Also, stopping at these facilities is one of the things drivers, and car passengers,
look forward to.

o, PADSATEMABEBREEE LT, ZOMIBORBZED UL —EXEREMESNT
NWET, CNICBEDKDIBRRDBHDEBNEIN?

Recently, rest areas have been cooperating with local governments and have been developing
services connected to the regions they are located in. What are the benefits of doing so?

Sakura:

IRITE CIIMEOIBERZE UAHE T, Y—ERXT P THITEMICCIEND D EAXAZ1—Z
DHIZNIE. RZEHIDAICEIRZICEA) Y FHBHDIEBNET,

People look forward to buying local products at the places they visit. If rest areas put local food
products on their menus, it has advantages for both the restaurants and the customers.

Yoko:

I DEF ORI EDEBFEMD O T EROIRITAAZRE I NIFIERREMNE D CBNET, &
2. ZNH5Z@ U T BEEADESEDRBMTICERDERNET,

If they set up shops selling souvenirs or local products like fruits and vegetables, it can benefit
the local economy. And it also introduces the local culture to tourists.

Mr. Harrison:

U ZDNDTETTI, SAEDE Y FEGREEEFNTNDELDTINR, TOMICES
INBRDBHODEIN?

Yes, those are good points. There are even some hit products that started out being sold at
rest areas. Are there any other ideas?

Yoko:
PA X0 SA DMEFRINIESERDEIBICERDDTIERNTULL DD,

Expanding rest areas will also create jobs, won't it?

Mr. Harrison




RITEREEBOMEFINFE I,
Yes, it will create retail sales jobs for local people.

Sakura:

. RETE—MREICEZE DR >IEEADDOZERITTIND PADSANDDT, ZCEFE
DANIEREBOMABLII TIISNCHETHRAI UL, ZDHBEICIE. BEIOALZBICE
DTCERULDHDMERICTR > TNDERBINFKT,

| read in the newspaper that these days more rest areas are connected to ordinary roads, so it's
not just expressway drivers that are using them. When they’re connected to local roads, they
become facilities that people in the nearby community can also enjoy.

Mr. Harrison:
SERNDSHEZLIFTATNDDTINR, K. SREBRADEET DIEREIED SA. PA
[FERBOMABLTDEAZIREICLU TN ULED, STIEoBDOMIEDAZSMFATE
DT —AMEZTNET, IREEERMED DCHBATO, BRZENDHZALCY3vEYTD—7F
—TCTOEWREIR. KDIBIAL, ZUTCEONAEZSIESHITTNEIA,

I’'m glad to see that you're reading the newspaper, Sakura. Originally, it was assumed that the
rest areas operated by the highway companies would only be used by highway drivers, but
recently more people who live near them have been using them, too. Places like
entertainment facilities and shops that sell brand-name goods are attracting both a wider variety
and greater number of customers.

i CEHE U2 PA D SA [CIE. WAWBBRRIRDBDDFET,

Tld. FTEUTEIZ PAXD SA DSEDFRERERFEBZSNZEIN?

So, rest areas that cooperate with nearby communities have various advantages.
What are the challenges that rest areas would face in the future?

Yoko:
ASKDETRBEMEZ T EDE. EBICRELTCLFENET, VLRSS VO R UTHAR
D, RROBYIN G ICRIEZEBRWNBPAICE > TULENZD T,

If they get popular and the number of people going to them increases too much, they might get
terribly crowded. That would cause long lines for the bathrooms and restaurants, and they
wouldn't be able to fulfill their original purpose.

Sakura:

PA XD SABORRESDEVDRIEICEDEBNET, Sitbigl,. FPADSA CEDRHBZES
UIsH', EETARAEUCY—ERADZIT5NDLDICRDENNTI,

| think that the disparity between rest areas in terms of the degree of their development would
be anissue. It would be great if every rest area in every region could have its own unique style
in order to provide excellent service all over the country.

Mr. Harrison:




ZDOTCTILN, BEBICDONTE. IKBEBZTERZELULTINZK UL,

RHIC. SA XD PA [FEICHRRE T DITOHOICERASNDIEITEDDFE A, KBRICBEED SA
ZEEMRICUZD LIEBIEDDF T, FIZ PAD SA ICIFERODFRMA DD ZDTI1,
Yes, it would. Well, you've all put some good thought into this topic, and expressed your
opinions well. By the way, rest areas are not only used for taking a break from driving.
They're also used as bases for Self-Defense Force operations during times of disaster. Rest
areas may have even more uses in the future.

SOnT—VIE. &ERECEDME TUC,
Our theme today has been "expressways and their relationship with the communities near
them."

IIEE AT TURE. COHEF. 2HM&E2HRTT,
This class has been for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.
The class for Grades 2 and Pre-2 is next.

Part I Grades 2 & Pre-2

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIR. BT, T ANy Y 3aVOR/[ETY,
BTADRRZEYD T, T—VICDNWTEZEZFZDHDFT L&D,
Hello, everyone! It's time for our discussion.

I look forward to hearing each of your opinions about today’s theme.

CDUSRII, BE2HK - E2H@QITTT,
This class is for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2.

CD 10 &, HHBEREESREBSHIIEREIED PAYD SA ZRESETCSH UL, =5
[C. I EEE USH®HD PAD SADEZIZD., BDRHDIRE U TERDIRTTSN
20 & SESFBREIEDEFNTNET,

For the last 10 years, local governments and expressway operators have been improving the
rest areas along expressways. In addition, they’ve also been looking into using these areas in
case of emergency. .

SHIE. TBAROSRERE] Z2H@T —VICUTNET,

CHDUVSATIE, TEREBOERUE] 27 —VICHELENZNEBRNET,
Today’s overall theme is “Expressways in Japan.”

In this class, we’ll talk about “making expressways free.”

It's Discussion Timel!




Mr. Harrison:

FEEFBULED., SREBIIERBEIZEXRITCESHUL. SREBENKNICERETD
CECB—DDRFRBER D TNET,

HRHNICREDE, SRBBEEN. BRSFTIFTT,

As | said before, there have been a number of changes to expressways recently. One of the
changes that are being considered is making expressways free. When we look at
expressways around the world, we can find examples of both roads where you have to pay and
those where you don'’t.

T3, 1B8HDEIC. SHOZEBICHBRRIBRZHDONBITLET,

FF. “expressway’ [ IEENEDHNBEIT CEDERBEBIE TI R, FIET1UDESHHOFE
Th, “toll road’(FHFBITRORET DIEREWDCE T, COBREZE “tollESUVVE T,
fICR<{EHNDDH “highway' TI ., CNISHENRBZBEOBIBICENDNLNERREVNERTS
£9,

Before we begin, I'd like to introduce a few of the words that you’ll need for today’s discussion.
First, an expressway is a high-speed road that is only open to automobiles and motorcycles. It
has no stop signs or stoplights. A toll road is any road that you have to pay to use. The
money that you pay to use a road is called a toll. Another word that is often used is “highway.”
A highway can actually refer to many different types of roads and has a very broad meaning.

Tld. INBORIBZSHDT « ANy Y3V THEOTHTLESLR, =T BATIE. I’
. SREBIRIERTIN SE SREBZEEMMEUZHEDNNERNEIN?

So, | would like you to try to use these words during our discussion today. In Japan, a majority
of expressways are toll roads. Do you think that they should be made free?

Sakura:

(EU, EBRICTDE, Eo2EBLDANERBEZFNATDICLLD,
Yes, | do. That way, more people would use them.

Yoko:

*A';\ /1\\*‘“(- <Tb\b\tlu\b\§§-o %Uﬁﬁa-éAD\\%d)%ﬂ\/i\E}A5®D§£%EC%(/\ggo
| don’t think there’s any reason to make them free.

It's only right that people who use the roads should pay for them.

Mr. Harrison:

BLOYYOICETEIHDDOTHNIE, EICRLITLCENTETDIERBIBEHNSREZ
D CVDDEBDUNEBZDAENET, Tl @NMBICERIBIHODFIIN?

Using the same logic, some people say that just because you can go farther in a shorter time
doesn’t mean you should have to pay for it.

Sakura'
REEEEREINIE, KDZLDODADSREEBEMA L. —BDHEDNECEFTEA
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CIGETR
If all the roads were free, more people would start using the expressways because they’re
faster. | think that this could reduce the amount of traffic on ordinary roads.

Yoko:

S<HTADEDLDIC, BERIET—IEDSSHEINEID—TC, BORMBORE D8N ED
DFET, DFD. SELEESRBIBTORHFEMEZDNELNFTE A,

As you said, it might improve traffic on ordinary roads, but it might cause the opposite problem.
The expressways would become even more crowded than they are now.

Mr. Harrison:

BEICTONLEESRBIBOERMMEEERTIE, 3HEMRCDOIISDEENERHINIZCEE
HDFET, HICEEDKDBRCEZERBINESTIN?

Yes, in the past, when they tried making expressways free, they found that it caused more traffic
problems. So, what other considerations are there?

Sakura:
EEVNROREBAETFTE A,

BAROBTRIEETERNTY, ZNICNATESA/N=EFAV) IO EBAREEZIA
NIZKTISEDFE B . COBN KEDEARIRITIT DWITICE>TNET, SRBISZERN
CTNIE. ZLDADSHDBARDBNZEXELTCENTETET,

| think that we should also talk about the economic benefits.

Tolls in Japan are very expensive. In addition to tolls, people need to pay for gas, parking, and
so on. This makes it difficult for many families to travel around Japan. If we make the
expressways free, more people can visit more places all around the country and experience
Japanese culture.

Mr. Harrison:

ZD. ZNICESANGEULCEROMIC, BZEALUTCHEIDICE. IADRITNIEZRSR0)
MEEDDIT,

Yes, and in addition to the expenses you've mentioned, there are also various taxes that people
must pay when buying and owning a car.

Yok0'

ZOBDTIN, SREZERICITDCEEFTCACK>TIBBELZRDDDIFITTI, Bl
(. —ASEBVNICHDEFHORBIEFESTERNDINRI LA, EDOERMNBOETIE. Z2CT
BNZDE/ZESCDIDCHICIIBFTSIRNCEITIEDET,

That's true, but making expressways free could also cause problems for some people.

For example, the stores and restaurants along local roads will lose business.

Fewer people will drive past them, so they won’t stop to eat or buy things there anymore.

Sakura:




LAOLEERIC, IRADHENDERUIISBEDERBNET, IDBIDADRITL, RFTILD
MBS, RITEESAZIRAIDIERNET, MTmOEBFTEET,

But, at the same time, it will improve business in the towns that people start traveling to. More
people will be able to travel, and they’ll visit restaurants, hotels, and shops in small towns.
Those shops will benefit from the change.

Yoko:

BONCZDTT, 22, BBEEODERAMRBIEEDTLLD, BigZMBLIT DO LS
REBAZNEZ 1 —ABRETHETFEI, aREBZERIC UILo#NZOERZILADDTL
& DD

Yes, but there is still the problem of paying for road repairs. You often hear on the news about
how Japan’s expressways are getting old. How will we pay for the repairs if we make
expressways free?

Mr. Harrison:

B<E O CBBDEBIBIAZTERRBEENMN TNET,
BEEENORTEIDA, BIDADETIDERINET,

SC EODUBEIBEADDFIIN, [FINZACVNEDDDIALNEINH?
Yes, aging roads are a very big problem.

From an economic point of view, there will be some winners and some losers.

| think we have time for one more comment.

Does anybody have anything that they’d like to add?

Yoko:

Z5TIR, CNETAICESDTRBLULDITVNDICDNTE LU TEZLED, BEZFEITDA
MEZDE. REBOBENHTEET,

ZDEOBEHKTE. BRADVNWERNET,

Well, we were just talking about making it easier for people to drive. But if more people start

driving, it will cause more environmental problems. With that in mind, | think it is best to keep
expressways as toll roads.

Mr. Harrison:

ZOTIMR, REDCEEBZARITNIEBRDFIEAR, COXDIC. EREICDNTIE. BR
DODNTNET, SFXIFBRESEUSDS, EOXDBH TCEREBETES I DDNNE
BN BSAEEOEDI—ESZTHTIESU,

Yes, we should also be concerned about the environment. Well, just as the two of you had
opposite opinions today, there are many others who cannot agree on whether or not to eliminate
tolls from Japan's expressway system. | hope that all our listeners will take these ideas into
consideration and think a little more about how expressways should be run in the future.

SO, EREBOERE] ICDNWTTr ANvYyavLEUE,
This time we talked about “making expressways free.”
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HBIR2 R &E2HRAITTUIL,

CHOHEF. k& 4TI,

That'’s all for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2.
Coming up next is the class for Grades 3 and 4.

Part II Grades3 & 4

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIL. Sk, BEROIETI,

SHDT—VICDONWT—HBICEZFT UL D,

CDODRIFE. BRIR&4HRE@ITTT,

Hello, everyone. It's discussion time. Let’s think about today’s topic together.
This class is targeted for Grade 3 and 4 level test takers.

SHOHBT -V BAOSFRER] CTI,
Our overall theme today is “Expressways in Japan.”

RO ClE. SREBIEBD PAWDVSADFREL, SFIFTET—ERDRESINDKIDICEO>TE
FUIS,

COOSATIE, [ERED PA XD SA DRAERER] 27 —VICELEVENERBINET,
Recently, rest or service areas along expressways offer many different kinds of services.

Let’s talk about “your experiences using rest areas” in today’s class.

It's Discussion Timel

Mr. Harrison:

PAXDSA L. @REWZFATIIRCHREZ UICDESZUICD T DITHDIBATI T,
STADP T, MALECEDHDARNEIH?

Rest areas are places to take a break or have a meal when you're using expressways.

Do any of you have any experience using such places?

Sakura:

U\ HDFET,
| do.

Mr. Harrison:
ZDESDRERICDNT, BSTAICEELTINEID?
Can you tell us about your experience?

Sakura:
AMIFXECREEREBEEICAEMENET,
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WDEEM SA TRPIAREZ LE T,
My family and | use the Tomei expressway a few times a year.
We always take a break at Ashigara rest area.

Mr. Harrison:
EAISIFEDBHD SATIN?
Is there anything special about that rest area?

Sakura:

ETEKRSIRSA T, ABEERDDD. FTISERENTI, . EMUDEZABNICHZA
2. ERBDEBZENCE SR/ DNUBNDTEFETY,

It's a very big rest area. There’s a bathing facility. The shop there is very big, too.

People believe that Kintaro was a famous character who lived in Mt. Ashigara.

| like the buns shaped like his cute face.

Mr. Harrison:
PAXDSA CTToERBHRZEZHB LU TINDARMICENDTLLDD?
Can anyone else talk about their experiences with rest or service areas?

Yoko:
(F0), RAFETKILKFERITZLE T, EEFEDHE)ISA ICIE. ZCE@IFICNDEIIHES
(Oga-o

Yes. My family and | often take trips by car. We always use the Yokokawa rest area when
we’re driving through Gunma prefecture.

Mr. Harrison:
ZFNIEESLTTULELEDND?
Why is that?

Yoko:

HITDBRBRERNDENONDNSTY, 2REG. NSRIFTROEHTRE—RBICRNTZCER
DCETY, ETEAIDHD,. NWOEADELSANZET,

We can eat the famous local dish called kama-meshi there. Kama-meshi is rice, meat, and
vegetables steamed together in a small pot. It's very popular, so the area is always full of
people.

Mr. Harrison:
FNIFIRDOE UMHC—DICIEDZEDSTI 1,

That’s something to look forward to when you travel.

Sakura:
BICIE, FILS TEEHRBSREBICHD. BUEBBER SA BEHRICHKO>TULET,
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Another service area | remember well is the Surugawan-Numazu rest area on the new Tomei
expressway.

Mr. Harrison:
FNEZETLLOD?
Why is that?

Sakura!
BTEN—2TEC, CTERBENSNENSTY,
It's because there is a beautiful view of Suruga Bay.

Mr. Harrison:
BESEEKUNWMIBIZERNEIN, ZCICESOEHICENZILEN?
| think the seafood is delicious in that area. Did you have some while stopping there?

Sakura:
(F0)e EDTEEKRULNDIETY, ZNICEBNTZIIC, BOERLUHF UL,

Yes. Itwas really good. And while we ate, we could enjoy the scenic ocean view.

Yoko:

KBS0 PA EHVFE T, ZCICRIREBREENDEFTPNDHDET, RITDIFOIC,
T CIRNICHEFS B ORMZE > TRRICIK/DE T,

There's also the Obuse rest area in Nagano prefecture.

It has a large market selling local products.

When traveling, we sometimes buy fresh local vegetables and fruits there on our way back to
Tokyo.

Mr. Harrison:

HITDHFFOBEREZEDNDE. MOBELHAD—DIDTINR, LNBANBZFHEHD PADLSAD
HDEDOMDF LIS,

TlE TSAVPAICCABRT—EINDDHDENNEIENDBEADNIE, BHZTIZE0),
When going on a trip, you can look forward to buying local vegetables and specialties. There
are many interesting things about rest and service areas. Are there any services that you think
would be nice to have at these areas?

Sakura:

Pz, PAXDSA ZFRIBUES., IDED PA XD SA TERZDEISIFNESZDEE UL
T9Y,

For example, if you use one rest or service area, it would be nice to get discount coupons for
use at other rest or service areas.

Yoko:
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RITORSA T THUESENESEICEZD. 100BY3vINH>E5NNVERERBINE
ER

It would be nice to be able to buy travel goods easily, so a 100-yen shop would be nice to have.

Mr. Harrison:

T SBREPADVSADY—ERADFREL TN ENNTIN,

SHIE. TBROSREEE] Z2HET—VIC. COPUDATIE TPA XD SA DOFARRER] ICD
WTELEWF U,

Well, I hope the services at rest and service areas become even better in the future.

Today, our overall theme has been “Expressways in Japan”, and in this class we talked about
“your experiences using rest areas.”

SBEOBTHERRZBOR I I EZOBARBEREN. T1 ANvY3VDOSERSEL. BHEODTT
H+ b (http://www.radionikkei.jp/lr/) [Z18& L CTLE T,

ROIE T/—=RNIVE] [CDNT, T4 RHyY3VULET,

The English and Japanese transcriptions for this session, as well as the referenced article, are
available on the program website.

Next time, we’ll talk about the “Nobel Prize.”

©NIKKEI RADIO BROADCASTING CORPORATION
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