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Part I: Grade Pre- 1

Hi, Mr. Harrison is absent, today.

I’m Mr. Brown, the teacher for this class.

It's time to start our discussion. Please join in as much as you can.
This class is for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.

University libraries all over the country are creating active learning spaces where students can
have discussions and make presentations using computers.

According to a survey by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, the
number of such facilities has increased by 4 times in the past five years.

Today, our theme for all the classes is “libraries.”
First, in this class, we’ll be discussing “the benefits of establishing active learning spaces in
university libraries.”

| It's discussion time! |

Mr. Brown:




Active learning is a study method in which students engage in activities like writing, discussion,
and doing group work to help them learn.

It's very different from having the educator give a non-interactive lecture.

What effects do you think that setting up facilities for active learning in libraries will have on
university students?

Sakura:

I think that it will help students to learn things more deeply.

Mr. Brown:

That'’s said to be one reason that universities are doing it.

Why do you think that active learning has that effect?

Sakura:

Active learning helps students to learn things through group study—things like discussion and
collaborative projects. When a group of students gets together, they can come up with more
ideas and also teach one another.

While they’re learning, it has a synergy effect that you cannot get with just one person, so each
student learns more deeply.

Mr. Brown:

When students teach one another in a group, they all learn more at the same time.

So, are there any other reasons that creating active learning spaces helps students to learn
things more deeply?

Yoko:

| think that the library environment is one reason.

Mr. Brown:




That’s a good point.
Why do you think so?

Yoko:

Libraries have a lot of learning materials, and you can use computers there. When you'’re in the
active learning space, if you want to look something up, you can do it immediately, so that helps
you to learn more deeply.

And it makes studying more efficient.

Mr. Brown:

Yes, you would be able to study more efficiently.

Are there any other reasons?

Sakura:

The actual amount of time that students spend studying would increase.

Mr. Brown:

Why do you think so?

Sakura:

My cousin is a university student, and she said that sometimes they have free time between their
lectures. If they use active learning spaces at times like that, they can make progress in
completing their assignments and studying.

Mr. Brown:

| see.




Next, I'd like to think about what effects the active learning method has on nurturing students’
abilities.

Yoko, Sakura? Do you have any opinions?

Yoko:

It will help them learn consensus-building skills.

Mr. Brown:

Why is that?

Yoko:

As Sakura was saying, active learning spaces promote group study.
Since you’re in a group rather than studying alone, it gives you a chance to learn how to build a
consensus.

Mr. Brown:

That makes sense.

So, what kind of situations do you think people can use that ability in when they get out into the
working world?

Anything that comes into your head is OK.

Yoko:

I've heard that in the working world, people generally do things as part of a team rather than by

themselves.

| think it would be good practice for communicating while doing your job.

Mr. Brown:

| see.
And, what other kinds of abilities does it develop?




Yoko:

It helps them get used to studying independently. When students use active learning spaces,
they get into the habit of being more proactive about studying than when they learn passively in
the classroom. Recently, study rooms at some universities have been staying open late at night
as well.

Mr. Brown:

How do you think that will be useful when they get out into the business world?

Yoko:

When you’re working, you don’t get taught everything by your superiors and co-workers.

In business, learning proactively is a must.

Mr. Brown:

Well, we’'ve heard a lot of good opinions today.

We can also expect that active learning will help to develop students’ problem-solving abilities
and teach them to make presentations. | think that an active learning space will provide many
different kinds of opportunities to students. In the future, people will be paying a lot of attention
to the evolution of university libraries.

Our topic today has been “the benefits of establishing active-learning spaces in libraries.” This
class was for Grade Pre-1 level listeners. Grade 2 and Pre-2 are next.




Part @I : Grades 2 & Pre-2

Mr. Brown:

Hello, everyone. It's discussion time. Are you ready?
This class is for Grade 2 and Pre-2 level listeners.

University libraries around the country have been working towards providing more multi-purpose
rooms and study rooms. One university in Tokyo has created new group-study and presentation
rooms in their libraries, which has increased the overall use of the libraries by 30 percent.

Our overall theme for today is “libraries.” In this class, we will discuss, “whether library users
will increase in the future or not.”

| It's discussion time! |

Mr. Brown:

In this class, let’s think about the number of public library users. Every year, the number of people
using public libraries is increasing. Some people say that the number will continue to increase,
but what do you think?

Sakura:

| agree with them. | think that public library users will continue to increase.

Mr. Brown:

Why is that?

Sakura:

There are many reasons, but to start, | think that one reason is that libraries are offering more
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and more services.

Mr. Brown:

What type of services have they been offering?

Sakura:

Well, | heard that some libraries have started to set up cafés. In addition to being a place where

we can borrow books, libraries are also a place that we can enjoy in many ways.

Mr. Brown:

Have you been to that type of library before, Sakura?

Sakura:

No, not yet. But I'd really like to go one day.

| think being able to read a book that I've just borrowed at a café sounds fun.

Mr. Brown:

A comfortable atmosphere is very important for library users.

Well, then, are there any other ideas on why the number of library users may increase in the

future?

Sakura:

Yes. There have been a number of new services to support learning. I’'ve seen some libraries

have started to hold various seminars.

Mr. Brown:

That’s right. Actually, | once participated in a seminar at the library to learn how to write a
research paper. Also, you can take out a book on the topic covered in the seminar if you want
to learn more.




Now, Yoko, what do you think about the number of library users?
Yoko:

| think that it will decrease.

Mr. Brown:

ZNIFTRETIN?

Why is that?

Yoko:

Well, since the internet has become more common, there are many new ways to get information.
Of course, there are some resources that are only available at the library, but most information
can be found online.

Mr. Brown:

| see. Are there any other reasons?

Yoko:

Space is limited.

Mr. Brown:

Can you tell me more specifically what you mean by that?

Yoko:

The library’s space is limited, and if they start using more space for other facilities, there will be
less space for books. If all of the popular books are checked out, people will have to wait for
their turn, but if they have to wait too long, they may decide to stop using the library.

Mr. Brown:




| see.
Are there any other reasons that the number of library users may decrease?

Yoko:

Library operating hours are limited.
Although some of them are open 24 hours a day, there aren’t many.

Mr. Brown:

In the Internet age, having limited opening hours can be a disadvantage.

As we were talking about libraries, let me introduce a few useful phrases for use at the library.
There are actually many ways to say “borrow a book.” For example, we can also say “check
out a book” or “take out a book.” “Check out” means to go to the library desk and give them
your library card to officially borrow the book. It is probably the most accurate word to use.

We’ve heard many different opinions today. Whether or not the number of library users increases,
we will see big changes at our libraries.

This time we discussed “whether library users will increase or not.”
That'’s all for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2. Coming up next is Grade 3 and 4.

Part II: Grades3 &4

Mr. Brown:

Hello, everyone.
Let’s begin Discussion time. Please listen to other people’s opinions as well.
This class is at the Eiken Grade 3 and Grade 4 levels.
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Many Japanese universities are now moving towards establishing open spaces in libraries where
students can discuss ideas or give presentations using computers.

Given this news, today’s overall theme is “libraries.”

In this class, we will talk about “how we usually use libraries.”

| It's Discussion time! |

Mr. Brown:

Does everyone go to libraries?

Sakura:

Yes, sometimes.

Mr. Brown:

Okay. Sakura, you go to a library sometimes.

By the way, | used the phrase “sometimes” now but there are other ways to express “how often”.
If it is something you do every day, you can use “always.” For example, | always brush my teeth
after dinner.

If it is something you do most of the time, you can use “frequently.” For example, | play tennis
frequently.

If it is something you do sometimes, you can use “occasionally.” For example, | occasionally go
to bed late.

Finally, if it's something you don’t do often, you can use “seldom.” For example, | seldom go
abroad.

So, Sakura, what library do you usually go to?
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Sakura:

I go to the library in my school. | study there during my lunch break.

Mr. Brown:

What kind of studying do you do?

Sakura:

| use the PC to look things up and also write reports.

Mr. Brown:

Do other people go to the library?

Yoko:

Yes.
| usually go two to three times a month, but before exams start, | go three to four times a week.

Mr. Brown:

What library do you go to, Yoko?

Yoko:

| go to the library in my community. | study there for my exams.

My friend and | meet up and study together, and during break time we talk in the resting area.

Mr. Brown:

It seems that everyone goes to the library to study.

What else do you do at libraries in addition to studying in learning areas?

Sakura:

I look for old newspaper articles.
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This helps me to write reports.

Yoko:

I look for information for my reports, or read magazines and novels.
Mr. Brown:

Have you had any experiences at the library which made you feel glad you'd used the library?
Sakura:

A librarian helped me look for information.

With her help, | was able to find the information | wanted easily.

Mr. Brown:

Librarians sure know a lot of books from various genres.

How about everyone else?

Yoko:

When | was a child, | often went to story hour or origami classes there.
| became friends with the children in my neighborhood.
It was also an opportunity for me to become familiar with the library.

Mr. Brown:

Sounds like you had a good experience.
It seems like everyone is using libraries regularly and | hope that you will continue to actively do
SO.
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So, today’s overall theme was ‘“libraries.” In the first part we talked about “the benefits of
establishing active learning spaces in university libraries.”

In the second part we talked about “whether library users will increase or not.” And in the last
part we talked about “how we usually use libraries.”

To our listeners, how much did you understand?

The Japanese and English transcriptions for this session, as well as the referenced article, are
available on the program website.
Next week, we will be talking about “Food.”
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