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[Part I: Grade Pre-1|

Mr. Harrison:

HIESh. CAICHBIR. /\NJVYYTT,

CCTHBI T RAYYIVDEBETY, BBHICRE L TSR, CDU SR,
FHRREURUANILDD ST, SBIFBUBDEEZEDHITET,

Hi everyone, I'm Mr. Harrison. It’s time to start our discussion. Please join in as much as
you can. This class is for the Eiken Grade Pre-1 level. Our topic today is politics.

SC, F2RZBIENEDERE LFUICH, ZNICK > T REZFEMNA VLR
%) LE LR, ZHEORBEZER UL CENKRERFTRAICE > T, —UTZFERNDN >

ZDOTRENDEENOHNTNE I,

EVNDCET, S, TZHEDER] ICDNWTELEVNENWERBNET,

TR = FLE L&D, CXSIREETIE, BEREZITFER60%, 11NV ~EF)

So, Prime Minister Abe has formed his second cabinet, and that increased his approval

ratings by 13 points. The appointment of female cabinet ministers has been widely

discussed and they're saying that's the reason for Abe’s sudden rise in popularity.

With that in mind, our topic today will be “Creating opportunities for women in politics

and the workplace.” Let’s start the discussion.

It’s discussion time)

Mr. Harrison:

HESh. EOEANBRER > T, REZFEDHD OICENDBENS. EARBRCE
DHRAHAENDEBNXIN?

Everyone, owing to the appointment of the female ministers, the cabinet approval rating
has gone up. What do you think the implications of that are?

Sakura:

THEOERT/IENDD SR ENDTEND. XELHEDHEBRIIATETISN TS
NENDTEDOHNDERBNZET,

ZHEOERDE LWERBIONIZD., RES UNWESHNEZDTDIERICIE. ZDNDIRAD
HDDTIFIZNTUKL DD,

I think the fact that appointing women raised the cabinet approval ratings shows that
women’s position is still not well-established in society.

When seen in the context that people think that the appointment of women is unusual
and are saying that it’s wonderful, that does seem to show how difficult things are for
women today.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTCIR. =<HTA, ZOVNDIRRERZTEFTNA,
TlE. FDDAR EDTRHANDEBNEIN?

An interesting point, Sakura.

OK, how do other people see this issue?
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Yoko:

L. HERDOEBBFDHSNON TIEZNDEBNET,

THEOREDNERSINDCET. WHEOREMMACKRIMSNTIF UL, ENDHFRDFEE
DZRERPw TIC DB IZDTIFZENT UL DD,

Fe. AENICHENICZEZEA L TNC D ET DIRBIEDIDFAMCXT LT, —@H%
DEDTIFERLS T, #FELTCN>TELNEND XYy Z2—ITEDHDEBINKT,

I think that it may be a reflection of public expectations.

Appointing women to the cabinet created an expectation among the public that women’s
opinions should be reflected in society, and that’s connected with the rise in the approval
ratings.

Also, it’s a message about the Abe Administration’s efforts to improve the status of
women socially and politically. The public doesn’t want something temporary. They want
the effort to continue.

Mr. Harrison:

HODED, KDFSh, 3DIFE,

BUL. CLVDORBRE. BB, COOBRMABH LA,
BURBHERIDFENS28FNCHXULH CKF | 19865F 4 BT, 1997FEENE.
2007EFBRID). RE. RIJICBUHMEELZELLES. BUNWELHIRHEE L\ DEFEIEHTC
BWNEFTI K1,

M. BUDEEDHDEBNETIH?

Thanks Yoko. I see what you mean.

We've heard that the appointments are unusual and also about the public’s expectations.
It’s been 28 years since the Equal Employment Opportunity Act for Men and Women*
was passed (*Enacted April 1986, completely revised in 1997, and revised again in 2007),
and if men and women were treated equally, we wouldn’t be talking about it being
unusual or about public expectations.

Everyone, do you think there are differences between the way men and women are
treated?

Sakura :

HDEBNET,
I think there are.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTIN, Tl ZNEERIDCER>BDOFIIN?
OK, do you feel that you're treated differently?

Sakura:

BHEEEOCHETWEZZTRERULZCE>DHDFTEAN FIEELTE. THENBR
ZIDEECRTANEBBNE STNRNED, THECRSTFEENBIRAREZID D50
BE. HRICKDHAETOEREIIH DXL DICENET,

I don’t feel that I'm being treated differently, but women don’t get enough support from
the system when they’re raising their children, and it’s even more difficult for men to
take childcare leave than it is for women. It’s a social problem caused by discrimination.

Mr. Harrison:

ZOTIR, WO [1OXV] EVNWDEENDODTIN. EIRIE. HE UZZMEDHRE LT
BIKCENE LB >TNFI K1,

BREVNDRICODNWTERENUEDLDTIN,

EDDAR. EDBNFEINH?

I see. Recently, we often hear the new word “ikumen,” which means men who have
become more involved in raising their children. In fact, however, it is difficult for women
to continue working after they have children.

So, it seems we need to make some improvements when it comes to child-raising.




Anyone else?

Yoko:

B, BURDIC, BITANKFDNE S TUVVENEBNFE T L. RRICSER TEIL TS
THEOEPIDIENENDCEZRUFKT,

BUERHKSIDFENDS0FLALCHIULCH ZOBICHOXLCEIEDRNEBNET,
HEBOL TN CET, WENBRETEIIREENDEDD, FHENSREREICDRN T
N DTIFIZNT UK DD,

SODBERNBDLDIC, EEDHFZIEOSINE, BEDSRNERBINET,

I don’t think there is a system in place, and there are very few women in executive
positions.

The Equal Employment Opportunity Act for Men and Women has been in existence for
almost 30 years, but that percentage is still low. By increasing the number, we can
create a working environment where women can succeed, and that can be passed on to
younger workers.

Mzr. Harrison:

ZDTIR. XDFZA.

ZHDEBBOENDKREDRZNENDPT, SAEDEMENKREICERASNZENDCE
[E. HRICEO>TRIMEBICZRDNE LNFEAR.

Some good points, Yoko.

Even though there are not enough women executives, having five female cabinet
ministers might be a sign that society is moving in a positive direction.

é? TlE. TNHBBLNEET, BITE > TOW<KHERICBESRERSRRNERDDTT
. HRESA. BRETDIHARSEABEDLEEBNETIN?

Well, if we want gender equality, we need a society where people help one another.

Everyone, what do you think makes an ideal society?

Sakura:

T BLENWOLLKDHRNCTETY,
ZOVNDHBRICE > THIHTEFEEZDEBINET,

BUEHLE, IUEHNSTIRRLST, ZOARHS, E0\D. BANTHESNDHEHIER
<Y,

Well, first of all there would be no grouping by gender.

Only then will we be able to say there is real gender equality.

Ideally, we’ll have a society where we evaluate people on an individual basis. Instead of
saying “because he’s a man” or “because she’s a woman,” we’ll say “because it’s that
person”

Mr. Harrison:

ZDTI1,

BADFHESNDENWDCEN, BLOEEFLESZDTLLDIN,

FEHDAE. EDBNFINH?

That’s right, Sakura. If people are evaluated as individuals, that can be said to be gender
equality, can’t it?

Anybody else?

Yoko:

BAOHHEARBLEBNZ I, GIEEZEZ T, BELZNZNOSA AR ELHDH
DHYIR—FFIBUAEDNUBTIEIZNDEBRINET,

THARBHEDDPT, BLEBICZNTETC, AZTOITNREEEZDCENEETT,




I think that evaluating people as individuals is also important, but we have to make a
society where there’s a system that gives both men and women the support they need
during major life events.

The ideal would be that kind of society, where women and men have peace of mind and
the working environment is comfortable.

Mr. Harrison:

HODHED, KDFSA.

ZOTINR. SBAEUCHESWFIEDNEIISNT, BFEOENZEE L TEZOIDE
RU\ BEDITNHE. ZABRHEEZTODS O TNERNTI,

Thanks Yoko.

Hmm. We need to establish an appropriate social system, where we go beyond sexism
and respect differences between individuals, and where people can work comfortably.
That’s the kind of society we need to build.

Sald. TZEDER] Z27—NICCODI—F—Z2RED U UL, BRELRLANILDD
—JF—TUE, COHLIS. 28 &E2HRTT,

This has been a discussion of “Creating opportunities for women in politics and the
workplace.” This segment of the program was for Grade Pre-1 level. Grade 2 and Grade
Pre-2 are next.

| Part I Grades 2 & Pre-2|

Mr. Harrison:
H. FREWBHFTLLD, EABRRRENEDINELHTIN,
CDDOSAIF. EiE214R « FE2HRUAN)LTT,

So, let’s start the discussion. I'm looking forward to hearing your opinions.
This is the Eiken Grade 2 and Grade Pre-2 level class.

NRNKREY =+ UIRE2RZBIENETIE. LEDAREDEBNBEICE>TNET
. SElE. S FBZEDHTND. [ZEDHZELR ] IEDNWTELENFE L&D,
The news that several women joined the Abe government has been attracting a lot of
attention. Today, let’s talk about this issue, the social progress of woman.

It’s discussion time

Mr. Harrison:

HESh. BRTEBARATELFTNFTBA. HETBERELTNDLZEEND E. EABRAD
NBDBTULDN?

Do you know anyone who is achieving success in society?

Whether in Japan or abroad, what kind of people are out there?

Yoko:

HRTEELUTNDEHETI D

Z—D2&. BEROFPBRZEF A,

Women achieving success in the world?

Well, what about Natsuko Toda, the translator.

Mr. Harrison:

PHRZFSATIN, LDFA. EDUT,
BEZNBERELUTNDERLDDOTLLEDIN?

Ahh. Natsuko Toda. So, Yoko, why do you feel that she is such a success?




Yoko:

NIDw BERI—=DRB UL ESIC, @REVTKIS AT ¢ PTCEESNTNZET,
ENH6., BBEDFEIRELCISATRELTNS D Lo \KT,

R TEELTNDLZMENRERBINET,

When Hollywood stars come to Japan, I often see her interpreting for them. Also, she’s a
translator of a lot of subtitles for movies.

Mr. Harrison:
B3BEFEN. HRHLSDEBEENLZMHETI K13,
ENCIE, EDNBNDEEIH?

I see. Is there anyone else?

Sakura:

UNHCR TEHEESNTND - ZADE - BRIDETIRNNDTI D

Well, the woman that was the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees . .. I can’t
think of her name, though.

Mr. Harrison:

BISADIR?
Ms. Ogata?

Sakura:

Z27TY., #hEFATY,
Yes, Sadako Ogata.

Mr. Harrison:
Tld, <5, BASADESNDECANTRELTNDEBDDTLLDN?

So, Sakura, what do you think has made her successful?

Sakura:

RLlE. 7EHHHY. EEREEREREICEDIMEATINT, ZNELENWDTNDECASH
FCNEBNFET,

She is a woman of action. She has an ability to deal with international problems, and has
been recognized by the world for doing so.

Mr. Harrison:

ZUDNCT ULV TIR,

T3 SaICHEEELUTNDADTNEIN?

ZEZIE BDOORBSAED

She’s certainly quite amazing.

Well, are there any women you know personally who are moving up in the world?
Your own mother, even?

Yoko:
HZEBTIND? D—A
Moving up in the world? Well . . .

Sakura:

Mr. Harrison:
Cod. BEZZZFULD, TEZE. txEE>THREOTLLDND'?
HESh. EDBNEXIH?

Let me change the question. What does women’s social progress mean to you?




Sakura:
Z—o2 &, {@HUBDFT, HERICEMUTCNDCENZERNET,

Well, Whatever form it takes, I think it means making a contribution to society.

Mr. Harrison:
TlE, EDDAIEDBNEINHL?

OK, anyone else?

Yoko:

BV DEDZER >THEEBLUINW CERLERBNET,
SERECAEIFITRERIANCAN > T, BROSZZHEE UKITDICEOMSERIZERBLN
T, EBEAA. VDBESFTIFTLEBNETIN,

I think it involves taking a part of yourself and sending it to the world. To help social
progress you need to keep sharing opinions and ideas, not only with the people you know
well, but with others on the outside. Of course, there are many different ways to do this.

Mr. Harrison:

BBEE, S, BREREFLUUNDA. ZLUT, HRICEBMUTNDBA. EVWDEBERNER
L2, Tld. RIBEBRDWHEMEBZLTNDENDREEZNTI N, ZDOEIRNE
<ENWDZTER HBERESZDERNETIN?ZNEESZRRNEBNEZIN?

I see. So, helping with social progress means sharing your opinions and ideas, and making
a contribution to society.

OK. I think there are a lot of families where both the father and mother work. In the case
of working mothers, do you think that they are participating in society? Or is that not
social progress?

Sakura:

FE. HSEBEEZDERBNFT, 2. &R, EVWDEEDRKICDONT, [FoE
DRADOFER A

Well, I think we can call that social progress. I'm not exactly sure what the term social
progress means, however . . .

Mr. Harrison:

#UWTIRN,

CNZET, t5EBEE. HEEMETDIENREITDCEEATI—ILVEENDBENET
WKUED, BARRBSAENDIUBE CHALN>IES, EUHULEL. HEEHEN
SEEBRN FTRELTVERNDAELNENL, BELDSNEDHELNERNEND
CENRZTESFHUIZNA,

I agree, Sakura, it is a difficult phrase.

So far, we've heard the opinions that “making a contribution to society” or “sharing
opinions or ideas with others” is a form of social progress. But, as we've expanded the
conversation to our own mothers, we can see that this idea has not become common in
Japan, but we can see how difficult it is to understand.

Z592dE. SO WERBICZMDARBEARASNIZECET, @NENDINELNZEEA
R ARSAI. EDBNEINH?

Well then, back to the female ministers in the new cabinet. I think this might cause some
change. Everyone, what do you think?

Sakura:

ZHENEASNEENDCEE. WHEDBREICSEIFBNET >TNDENDCETIN S,
ZHOHIINRDENDTF v Y RICIE>TNDDIEERINET,

I think the selection of these women will focus attention on the success of women, so I
think it will be a chance to raise the status of women in society.




Mr. Harrison:

BBRFE. =<5 A,
ENCIENDDTIH?
I see, Sakura.

Is there anything else?

Yoko:

THEOHAZERENDEEE, PEDFITRE>THRS T HUVKUVVSENRHAHDFT, (T
nEE, EDBREISIENEZ > TNDC LR S<BESADNDEDLDIC, FrYRIZE
BNFT, BRELEHODFTIN. —BMEORTICETFIC. SEOPEEZEEFZDHT. LoHD
EURHIEICDBRA > TOIRNNEBRNET,

When it comes to the idea of the social progress of women, it hasn’t yet been totally
decided, and so the meaning is not clear. However, as for calling attention to the status of
women in society, like Sakura said, I think that’s a good opportunity. There will be
challenges, but I think we should think of the meaning of this idea, and then create a
system, and be sure to continue to do so.

Mzr. Harrison:

ZOTIR, SLBZSAERDFSANEDLIIC, FYYRATI X,

TO. ZOF v Y REDNDAT, REDBLEEFEENDDPT, LHEDHSERENDEED
BRI TIRLIRDR DR DRI L2 T I,

Right. Like Sakura and Yoko said, this is a chance. We should take this chance and try to
make our society one where men and women are truly equal, and I hope that society will
come to be one where people no longer feel that the expression “the social progress of
women” is special.

SOk, IZDHSEH ] 27—V CCDI—F—ZRED UF U,
COHEIE, 3MRh&4HRTT,
That's all for Grades 2 & Pre-2. Coming up next, Grades 3 & 4.

Part Il Eiken Grades 3 & 4

Mr. Harrison:

HIES . CHICHIT, EfBIENNTIND?
CDU DAL, BIR3MR&ARLUNILDD S ATT,

Hello, everyone. Are you ready?
This is the Eiken Grade 3 and 4 level class.

ST WHEOREDSBATE UIZCENGBRICEDFI LA, #ESA. TLEDZI1—2R
FRFLEDL? SOOE. TERBEDZNED] CDNTT 1 ANy Y3V UENWERBRNK
9,

There are now five female ministers in the Japanese cabinet. Did you see the news on
TV?

Today, we'll talk about what people want to be in the future.

It’s discussion time]




Mr. Harrison:

CNFETT—BZLDEEAREDEFNIULCH. ARSADINSHDIZE. REBICRDZ
NWEBRCEDNDDFTIN?

We now have the highest number of female ministers ever. Did you ever want to be a
minister when you were a child?

Sakura:

DHOFEE A,
No.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDTIN, <KHBTAI. RERIZEDIZVWEBIZCEFED 212D TI 1,
I see. You never thought of becoming a minister, Sakura?

TlE. AICEDEDSIZDTIN?

What did you want to be then?

Sakura:
FEMRITL.

An astronaut.

Mr. Harrison:
NZ D DI FERITLICRDED IZDTI 1,
Wow! So you wanted to be an astronaut.

EDUTCHISERIFERTLICEDEDN DIZDOTIN?

So, why did you want to be an astronaut?

Sakura:
FHICEHITIMBEZEH C. EZITHURL,
I watched a movie about space and was influenced by it.

X2, FHUWCEICHKE T DDONEBEZOERERNK UL,
I also thought that trying new things was fun.

Mr. Harrison:

BBFE. FALNCECHE T DDEEBLNTI K1,
Yes, trying new things is fun, isn’t it?

T3 EHODARNAIDTI N ?

Well, how about everyone else?

Yoko:
RIE A,
A chef.

Mr. Harrison:

DISZE. BHBAICTIRDIZD 22D TI1A,
You wanted to be a chef?
ZFNIRZETIN?

Why is that, Yoko?

Yoko:

BHRIEEF T, RIEZORIBENDESATENTNFUL, ZOAAXA—=ITEDOZDT
RMIFHREACEDIZNWECRBNE UL,

My mother is a good cook and my father always ate her food with a smile on his face. Since
I grew up with that image, I wanted to be a cook.




Mr. Harrison:

ZFNIENNEGETINR, FABENNDNDZDRIENEBANTZNTI,

That’s a nice story. I'd like to try your cooking some day.
HABRINSIRCADBRBICEDZNEB>TNDDTULLDOND? BIZIE. SOKREICE
ENEZAREDTLLDIN?

Do you think that people want to be ministers when they are little? For example, how
about the five people who were chosen to be ministers recently?

EDBNEIN?

What do you think?

Yoko:

%A‘g\ BoTLVEh o2 C/u\b\gs_g—o

I don’t think they wanted to.

TE. RACBRIDETIC, BHEULIZVWCTEZRDIITZDOTLL DR, ZLUTC, ABRZBE
LIZDIEERBNET,

But once they became adults they found things that they wanted to change. So they
decided to become ministers.

Mr. Harrison:

BBFE, MEEFZEBL T, DDENWTEZRDIIZENDTETIN,

I see. I guess they found out what they wanted to be through living in society.
EDDAREDBNEIN?

What does everyone else think?

Sakura:

FAE. KODFSAICERTT, @HEZCNCEDND>ENSBEREE LIZEDOHEERN
EER

I agree with Yoko. I think they wanted to become politicians because there was something
that they wanted to change.

Mr. Harrison:

ZD2TIdMN. =<5,

That’s an idea, Sakura.

BLrEHIE. BREULEDS, HR2EH > T AL EZEZCNEB > EOhELNEEAL.
Yes. They may have experienced many things in society and grown as a person and found
things that they wanted to change.

RO EELEBIC, FROULCBEDIZVWDBEZBENTHDE, BDBEDI SV FRY Y
. EROFEZEZEITTNET,

When you ask children nowadays what they want to be when they grow up they say things
like a public servant, ground crew, or a teacher.

REAE TSV BRI YICRODEZNFIEBIE. EAREBEIOREE, BELEIIN?

For example, why do you think that children want to be ground crew?

Yoko:
BAXDODAEDII2 T =3 vEEDRINDONLE,

Maybe they want to communicate with people from other countries.

Mr. Harrison:
HONED. KODFSh, BEDDASINAIDTIN?
Thank you, Yoko. What does everyone else think?

Sakura:
WETAZEEZDENDESELIZNDTIE,
Maybe they want a job greeting people at the airport.




Mr. Harrison:

B2BFE,

I see.

TE. BADAEDIZI2ZTT—YaryzaEoD HBZED. EVWDEEE. EDICETY
BERBENMNBSNZSHDIERNET, ZOPTEISYRAF Y IZESIENDCEE. T
VETREA X=IDSZDHhELNFTEAR.

But there are many other jobs where you can communicate with people or greet people.
Children may want to be part of a ground crew staff because of images that they saw on
TV.

T3, HRSADN [FRADCEDTZENWEB IS >NMNTIFBATLULEDN?

What do you think are some reasons that may affect what people want to be in the future?

Sakura:

Ta—R, BRE, Koo

The news, movies, books.....

ZLDAIE EBLCONTTUEDRBZRIZDARTHRAIZD UIZRIC. BZEDMX—I%
BUNDOLDTLL D,

I think that a lot of people come up with a dream image of a job after watching it on TV or
in the movies or reading about the job in a book.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTIN. MEFEEDCATULEDEEEZILIZITH UL,
That’s true. I was often affected by TV when I was a child.
FENC. EORDBREO>NTHHIDEBRNEZIN?

What other reasons do you think there are?

Yoko:

B AT 1 PREEBNET,

I also think the media affects people.

XF4 PEBEUC A<KBZAA—ILOITLRDDEEBINKT,

Through the media, it is easy to imagine people working at different jobs.

Mr. Harrison:

A E Yt

That's right.

EVNDCEEF, TLEDRBOREDOREI > TAEWWHAELNZEALR,

That means that television and movies play an important role.

ZNNH. ERICEEIDIAZRDIENDTEEEETI KA,

It’s also important to see people who are actually working at a specific job.
BEITDAZR T, ODREESIRCENDDAZR > TNEIN?

Do you know anyone who has been affected by someone who is active in their job?
FEZE FBELCTDEZNENDAR. SHICRHEEZSTREENNDDOSNE LN EA
EVAR

For example, someone who wants to be a teacher may have been influenced by a teacher
near them.

WDODTLULDD?

What do you think?

Yoko:

FAE. BEIC. BOTEEDO>TNDEZUNNT, REHZEICLU T, BRREZULENSHESEZ
LCNEXT, ZOEZERTCEODLRIRSAND. RBSADKDICHEICZDZNER>TIND
ZD7TY,

I have a relative who opened a juku in her home. She teaches there while also taking care
of her child. Her daughter, who grew up watching her, wants to be a teacher just like her.
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Mr. Harrison:

VEFD., SABADESZBEIEENDAEINTIN,

It’s clear that watching people close to you work has a huge influence.
FCERIEY—RZEDHODED. LDFSA.

Thank you for a great example, Yoko.

FEDNCIENDODNTINH?

Anyone else?

Sakura:

FERFRDPIVNA BT, BLZDICHSBEITDEMENNK U,

There was a woman working cheerfully at a job I had when I was a student.
CABRBDICHESBOTEEZSEHABRDB T, BHEEDHTNK UL,

She was respected by everyone because everyone wanted to work like her.

Mr. Harrison:

BBFE, ANINBNBBRERICKD, BORNWEEZRDITDIDTLL D1,
CNDBNBARRERZ U T, ARTSATBEDDEFERASICOSCEZEZTFLIERE
BNET,

Ah, yes.

People decide what they want to become based on many different things.

I hope that everyone will be able to find a job that they like after experiencing many
things.

ST, SHOBHT—VIE. ZIEBILERNETOZMREER] CV\DBBDEE-EICDUNT
TUIZ, #MHD/IN—ETIE TZHEDER] ICDNWTELENFE U,

ZOBD/IN=FTIE, TZEOHEER] [EDNTTUI,

ZUTRED/IN—FTIE NERBZDZVNED] IEDNTHRED UEUIS,
URFT—DHESAIE. ENSSNEBEETESHULED?

SEOEHEANRZBORI I EZDBAREBEA, T« ANvIY3avVDTERSEE. BEODT
T+ (http://www.radionikkei.jp/Ir) [CBE L CWNET, BEZFDSEREIC. TEALE
=\,

ROS, TPS #ROFMRIL ICDNT. T+ AANv Y3 Y LET,

Today’s program was about the appointment of female ministers to the Abe cabinet.

In the first part of the program, we talked about creating opportunities for women in
politics and the workplace.

In the second part, we talked about the social progress of women.

And in the last part, we talked about what people wanted to be in the future.

To everyone listening, how much did you understand?

The Japanese and English transcriptions for this session are available on the website
(http://www.radionikkei.jp/Ir/). The news article can be found there, too.

Please make use of them for further study.

We'll be talking about the recent successful iPS cell surgery next time.

©NIKKEI RADIO BROADCASTING CORPORATION
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